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The snow has finally arrived in the| 1
Flathead Valley. Safety is primary to
ensure all our American Legion
family members are keeping warm
and have supplies. Keep in touch
with  Buddy Checks with one
another. Kalispell Post 137 can help
our family members in need.

Activities and Meetings at the Post

may need to be rescheduled due to

weather this time of year. Make sure

that your contact information is

current, so in the event of schedule

changes the Post Leadership Teams
___ can get the word out.
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
Lee Heser (406 )270-8267

A copy of the current 5-year Maintenance Plan can be seen in the Post. Lee would like input from the General
Membership for things that might need to be added to the future 5-year Maintenance Plan.

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS CORNER

Dave Falcon (406)-253-1726 Please Silence Your Phones During the Meeting

More Uniform Cap Etiquette:

When you uncover and need to set your hat down make sure the American Legion symbol is face up.
Never eat a meal with your cap on.

FUNDRAISING:

Rhonda McDowell (206) 771-8155

I am in the process of inviting Vendors for the Kalispell American Legion Post #137 Bazaar. | am
looking for anyone that does wood crafts, metal crafts or any other type of craft, or other things that
they would like to donate to these Bazaars. | will be holding these Bazaars at the Post. Currently they
will most likely be quarterly, but my ultimate plan is to have them every month to every other month. |
will need assistance in bringing the tables up from downstairs and then when the Bazaar is finished,
they need to be taken back down. Please contact me if you would consider helping me. The Date for
the first Bazaar is not set, but | am working to have it by the first Saturday in February. 1 am also in the
process of contacting the Gaming Commission to find out what we must do to get a gaming license. |
have a contact at the Kalispell Assisted Living, and she has some ideas of how | can have Bingo and
still be legal until we can get our license. As the fundraising Chair, I am open to suggestions for
fundraising ideas. Please contact me if you have any ideas, you would like us to try.

HIGHWAY CLEANUP/HISTORIAN
Ron Bauer (406) 756-6160
Nothing to report.

HIGHWAY FATALITY WHITE MARKER SAFETY PROGRAM; CHAIRMAN

Bob Bigler (406) 756-3130

Request for 2 White Markers was received. One was placed at MM112 on Hwy 2 West of the Kila
turnoff and the other was placed at MM110 on Hwy 93 South near Lakeside. We now have a total of
134 White Markers that have been placed by our post. Anyone interested in helping locate sites and
install markers please let us know.

AMERICAN LEGION ORATORICAL.:

Vacant Chairman Position

Post: Saturday, March 15, 2025, Kalispell Post #137, Kalispell, MT 1:00pm
District: Saturday, March 22, 2025, VFW Hall, Polson, MT 1:00pm
Department: Saturday, March 29, 2025, Helena, MT

National: Friday - Sunday, May 16 - 18, 2025, Hillsdale College, Hillsdale, Ml




AMERICAN LEGION BOYS STATE CHAIRMAN/TRUSTEE/ADJUTANT
Ron Boespflug (541) 999-7790
American Legion Boys State, June 8 — 14, 2025, Fort Harrison, MT.

AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL

Dick Lauer 406-890-5343
Nothing to Report

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

J.C. McKenzie (406) 270-8697

Hebrews 4:12

The word of God the Father is living, and working, and sharper than any two-edged sword, cutting
through even to the dividing of being and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and able to judge the
thoughts and intentions of the heart.

EDITOR'S CORNER:
Rhonda McDowell (206) 771-8155

American Legion Auxiliary Girls State: June 8-14, 2025, Fort Harrison, MT

Stories For Photos On First Page.

1) Marilyn Goodsell, being honored with Blue Flag Banner and Certificate at the Kalispell Senior
Center (November 1, 2024). Marilyn’s family has had ancestors in the military, dating back to
the Civil War. Left to right, Rhonda McDowell, Marilyn Goodsell, Lee Heser, Commander Bob
Lehman.

2) The following members of Kalispell American Legion Post #137 attended the Veteran’s Day
Presentation at the Marion School. Left to right: Front row: Rhonda McDowell, Sharlene
McFarland. Second Row: Ron Boespflug, Bob Bigler, Ron Bauer. Third Row: Bert Blyth, Jim
Miller. Back Row: Commander Bob Lehman

3) Commander Lehman and Rhonda McDowell with the Assistant Principal. Rhonda is getting
ready to give the presentation. The Lore of the Legion (How the American Legion was involved
in getting Armistice Day made a National Holiday and how they were also involved in having
the name changed to Veteran’s Day to honor all veterans from all wars.

4) Eighth Graders presenting flowers and chocolates to American Legion Post #137 members in
attendance. Other activities included: Letters read to the Legionnaires, musical presentation, and
Thank You notes read to the Legionnaires.

5) A first grader presenting his flag picture to Commander Lehman

6) Presentation at the Kalispell Assisted Living (November 11, 2024). This presentation included
The Lore of the Legion and the Proclamation that Dwight D. Eisenhower made, on October 8™,
1954, to change the name from Armistice Day to Veteran’s Day (70 years ago). Some of the
Assisted Living residents that were present.

7) The Head cook being presented a cookbook with a collection of recipes from the crew of the
U.S.S. Montana, (SSN-794) (a nuclear-powered, Virginia class, attack submarine) by
Commander Lehman.



8) Flowers and chocolates presented to Cathy Jacobsen, the Activities Director at Kalispell Assisted
Living by Commander Lehman. Cathy contacted the commander a couple of days before the
Senior Center Presentation (on November 9, 2024) and wanted to honor a few of the veterans
she had living at the Kalispell Assisted Living. One of these would be turning 100 in 2025.

BUSINESS BINDER PROJECT

| am still in the process of working on a Binder for Members Businesses,
so that we may use our members’ services to support them in their
businesses. If you have a business and would like to be added to the
binder, please provide the following information.

Your Name

Your Business Name

The category you would fit in (i.e. Barber, Construction, Tax Preparation,
etc.)

Your Business Address

Your Business Phone Number

Your Business Operating Hours

Any other information you would like us to know about your business.

| look forward to compiling this information.



American Legion Auxiliary

In the Spirit of Service Not Self for Veterans, God and Country

Hello Legionnaires and Auxiliary members!

Here's hoping you are all well. It's hard to believe we are entering the holiday season and 2025 is nigh
upon us.

Your auxiliary has been productive since last reporting in. We had a successful basement sale at the
end of October. Thanks to all that donated items and worked to make it happen. Keep us in mind
when you are downsizing. We plan on having another basement sale in the Spring.

Some of us joined members of the Post and did a Feed The Flathead night this Fall. It is always
gratifying to assist those less fortunate in our community in this way.

The Auxiliary is gifting three lucky recipients of beautiful quilts that Dee Heser has crafted. These
will be going to residents of the Veterans home in Butte. Dee has spent hundreds of hours doing three
quilts a year for at least 10 years now!

We have been meeting on the 4th WEDNESDAY of the month now so our treasurer can attend. The
meetings are brown bag lunch meetings at noon. Members brought donations for the Veteran's Food
Pantry to our November meeting.

Our next main project is shopping for and working at the Montana Veteran's Home Christmas Store.
We buy items for the residents and their families. The "Store" will be held December 6. The residents
are all invited to pick out a gift for themself and immediate family members AT NO COST TO
THEM. We then giftwrap these items, and even mail them if the intended recipient lives out of the
valley. This is one of the most rewarding things that we do! This is one of the main things our poppy
money goes to fund, as well as funds the Unit raises from our basement sale.

If you haven't paid your dues yet, they are due. We would love to see you at meetings, but if you can't
attend your membership is still appreciated and supports us in our mission to help veterans.

Have a Merry and Blessed Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year!

Yours in Service,
Darlene Johnson
Auxiliary 137 President
(406) 755-3447

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #137
P. O. Box 10164 Kalispell MT 59904
National website: alaforveterans.org
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