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TO REACH OUT
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Bob Lehman (406) 253-4238 1

With each message sent out to American
Legion Kalispell Post #137, my goal is to
keep members informed of the state of our

post. Some of you are part of the
Command Leadership Team (CLT), others
make up the Command Support Team
(CST). Over the past few months with the
help of CLT and CST Kalispell Post #137
has shown growth in membership and
events. Thank you for the leadership and
support everyone is giving me. Our post is
stronger and is a safer location for current
members and future members. When we
are all working toward the same goals in
service of veterans, the future members of
Kalispell Post #137 will remember.
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POST ELECTIONS TO BE HELD @ APRIL. MEMBERSHIP MEETING

The following are the Nominees for the Positions:
Commander: Robert W. Lehman, Jr.

15t Vice Commander:  Vacant

2" Vice Commander: Vacant

Finance Officer: Richard Lauer

Trustees (3): Lee Heser Jim Miller Vacant

BUILDING AND GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
Lee Heser (406 )270-8267

A copy of the current 5-year Maintenance Plan can be seen in the Post. Lee would like to receive input from the
General Membership for things that might need to be added to the future 5-year Maintenance Plan.

FUNDRAISING:

Rhonda McDowell (206) 771-8155

Our first Fundraising Bazaar, which took place on February 1%, was a success, All-in-all. I have set the date for
the second Bazaar as May 10". Tam in the process of contacting the vendors that I have collected business cards
from at other events that I have been to. The Bazaar will be from 9am to 4pm. We will have a raffle (vendors will
contribute items for this). We are looking to have Glacier Ice in the parking area at the back of the post. Please
come and join us and support our Post. As the fundraising Chair, I am open to suggestions for fundraising ideas.
Please contact me if you have any ideas, you would like us to try.

HIGHWAY CLEANUP/HISTORIAN

Ron Bauer (406) 756-6160

Highway cleanup has been scheduled for April 12", Please meet at the Post at 8:00am for crew assignments. I
will be working with Rhonda to put together a Scrapbook of the History of American Legion Post #137.

HIGHWAY FATALITY WHITE MARKER SAFETY PROGRAM; CHAIRMAN

Bob Bigler (406) 756-3130

We have had two new requests since our last newsletter. A white marker was placed on Hwy 2 W for one of the
requests. The other one will be placed at a later date. Anyone interested in helping locate sites and install markers
please let us know.

AMERICAN LEGION ORATORICAL:

Vacant Chairman Position

Post winners: First Place - Kaylee Hampton, Second Place — Aaron Pheifer, Third Place — Trever Cockerill.
District winners: First Place - Kaylee Hampton, Second Place — Aaron Pheifer, Third Place — Trever Cockerill.
Department winner: Third Place Kaylee Hampton.

National: Friday - Sunday, May 16 - 18, 2025, Hillsdale College, Hillsdale, MI

AMERICAN LEGION BOYS STATE CHAIRMAN/TRUSTEE/ADJUTANT
Ron Boespflug (541) 999-7790
American Legion Boys State, June 8 — 14, 2025, Fort Harrison, MT.

BUDDY CHECK ACTIVITES:

Chaplain McKenzie and Rhonda McDowell went to visit Carol Solda-Lempe on March 2™ to see how she was
doing after her husband passed the end of February. She is persevering but could use your prayers.

Commander Lehman and Bert Blythe have visited Dick Lauer a couple of times in the hospital, while he was in
for heart bypass. At the time of the release of this newsletter, Dick is now home.




CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

J.C. McKenzie (406) 270-8697

John 13:34

As | have loved you, so you must love one another. KJV

EDITOR'S CORNER:
Rhonda McDowell (206) 771-8155

Winners of the Kalispell American Legion Post #137 Essay Contest:

1t Place: Zack Jouppe (8™ Grade)

2" Place: Bradley Halter (8™ Grade)

3" Place: Ryder Kruska (7™ Grade)

Honor Mention: Ava Dale (8" Grade)

Awards will be given at an Awards assembly at the Marion School on April 4%, 2025, at 8:00am.

American Legion Auxiliary Girls State: June 8-14, 2025, Fort Harrison, MT

Stories For Photos On First Page.
1) Greeter at our Post Fundraising Bazaar on February 1%, 2025.

2) Vendors for the First Post Fundraising Bazaar.

3) Post Oratory winners, from left to right with standing. Aaron Pheifer (2™ Place), Kaylee Hampton (1%
Place), Trever Cockerill (3™ Place) Commander Lehman standing behind the winners.

4) District Oratory winners, from left to right with standing, Kaylee Hampton (1% Place), Aaron Pheifer
(2™ Place), Trever Cockerill (3™ Place), District Commander Lehman, far right.

5) Department Oratory Third Place winner from Kalispell American Legion Post #137 was Kaylee
Hampton.

NON-VA Emergency Authorization: During a medical emergency, Veterans should immediately seek
care at the nearest medical facility. You, your family, friends, or hospital staff should contact one of the
following numbers to report the emergency within 72 hours of stabilization:

1-888-795-0773 or 1-887-881-7618 or 1-884-724-7842

DEPARTMENT CONVENTION: Will take place June 19-22, 2025, at the Helena Civic Center, 340
Neill Ave, Helena, MT, 59601. The American Legion Auxiliary will run the same dates but at the
Doubletree Hotel in Helena. Registration ends 10 June 2025. Walk up registration will be charged an
additional $5.00.

FALL CONFERENCE: The convention will take place October 24-25, 2025, at the Helena Armed
Forces Reserve Center Auditorium, 1956 Mt Majo, Helena, MT



BUSINESS BINDER PROJECT

I am still in the process of working on a Binder for Members Businesses, so that we may use our
members’ services to support them in their businesses. If you have a business and would like to
be added to the binder, please provide the following information.

Your Name

Your Business Name

The category you would fit in (i.e. Barber, Construction, Tax Preparation, etc.)
Your Business Address

Your Business Phone Number

Your Business Operating Hours

Any other information you would like us to know about your business.

I look forward to compiling this information.

Short Survey

What was your interest in joining Kalispell American Legion Post #1377

What is your reason for not coming to meetings and participating in our events?

Please return your answers to:  Kalispell American Legion Post #137
P.O. Box 10164
Kalispell, MT 59904



American Legion Auxiliary

In the Spirit of Service Not Self for Veterans, God and Country

Greetings Everyone!

Our auxiliary is gearing up for activities after a relative rest from the busy December, whereupon
we worked at the Christmas Store at the Montana Veteran's Home. The Store was remarkably
successful and most gratifying for us to be able to help make Christmas for those living there. So
now we are looking ahead to the coming year's activities!

| hope to see a lot of you at our kickoff luncheon March 8. I know it will be history before you get
this newsletter.

Our meeting days have been changed to the 4th WEDNESDAY of the month. We are still meeting
at noon for a brown bag luncheon meeting. | encourage all auxiliary members to attend if possible.
The more the merrier! If you are not a member, | encourage you to be one, even if you can't come
to meetings, your membership helps support our activities in helping veterans and the community.

This Spring we will be having our semiannual basement sale as usual. Please consider donating
gently used, clean articles and shopping the sale. The sale is April 4th and 5th. We will set up for it
on the morning of April 3rd.

The other major event we do in the Spring is Poppy Day. This year it is scheduled for May 17,
which is Armed Forces Day. Donations from Poppy Day stay in Montana, and most are used for
veterans in the Flathead Valley.

Enjoy your Spring and I hope to be seeing you at our events!

Yours in Service,
Darlene Johnson
Auxiliary 137 President
(406) 755-3447

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #137
P. O. Box 10164 Kalispell MT 59904
National website: alaforveterans.org
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