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COMMANDER’S CORNER
Bob Lehman (406) 253-4238

As Summer turns into Fall and
students are getting prepared to
return to the classroom, our post has
to prepare and focus on Pillar III
AMERICANISM of The American
Legion. There are 10-different
programs that make up Pillar 111
AMERICANISM. How does this
pillar aid students? The opportunity
is there for Kalispell Post#137 to get
into the local schools and help by
sharing 6 out of 10 of these
programs with school officials
showing them the importance of
which programs will prepare their
students for the future. Start today
by asking how you can be part of
Pillar III AMERICANISM within
Kalispell Post #137, Department of
Montana, The American
Legion. Answer to Clue #20 can be
found in “American Legion Why
You Should Belong.”
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS MAINTENANCE

Lee Heser (406 )270-8267

A copy of the current 5-year Maintenance Plan can be seen in the Post. Lee would like to receive input from the
General Membership for things that might need to be added to the future 5-year Maintenance Plan.

FUNDRAISING:

Rhonda McDowell (206) 771-8155

Our second Bazaar on May 10" was not as good as the first one, but I am not going to give up. I am in the process
of contacting the vendors that I have collected business cards from at other events that I have been to. I have set
the date for our next Bazaar for October 11" from 9am to 4pm. We will have a raffle (vendors will contribute
items for this). Please come and join us and support our Post. As the fundraising Chair, I am open to suggestions
for fundraising ideas. Please contact me if you have any ideas, you would like us to try.

HIGHWAY CLEANUP/HISTORIAN
Ron Bauer (406) 756-6160
I will be working with Rhonda to put together a Scrapbook of the History of American Legion Post #137.

HIGHWAY FATALITY WHITE MARKER SAFETY PROGRAM:; CHAIRMAN
Bob Bigler (406) 756-3130
Anyone interested in helping locate sites and install markers please let us know.

BUDDY CHECK ACTIVITES:

(This counts as volunteer time on the Consolidated Post Report (CPR)

Commander Lehman and Rhonda McDowell went the memorial for Carol Solda-Lempe’s husband. She is
persevering but could use your prayers. Rhonda McDowell and Commander Lehman have also visited and
helped put together furniture for Sandi Zarfoss.

POST ACTIVITIES

Jim Miller 208-874-3418

Feed the Flathead will be October 23™ at the 1% Presbyterian Church, 540 S. Main St. If you are volunteering to
help, you need to be there by Spm. Serving will start at 6pm

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

J.C. McKenzie (406) 270-8697

Matthew 18:21-22

21 Kepha came to Christ Jesus and said “Master, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him?
Up to seven times?”

22 Christ Jesus said to him “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.”

EDITOR'S CORNER:

Rhonda McDowell (206) 771-8155

District #4 Fall Meeting will be hosted by Kalispell Post #137. DATE: Saturday, September 27, 2025,
TIME: 08:00 to 09:00 for Registration.

Stories For Photos On First Page.
1) Bob Bigler, the father of the daughter that died and Commander Lehman placing a White Marker.

2) Susan Burch, Teri Jobe, Rhonda McDowell, and Josie Carou at the second Bazaar in May.
3) Greg McNamara with the AL Post #137 info booth at the Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) car show.

4) Revitalization Day with Commander Lehman, a representative from Steely Insurance Agency and a
representative from the Military Affairs Office in Kalispell.



5) Poppy Days. Joan Bird at Alberson’s and Paul and Lisa Lavergne at Rosauer’s.
6) Flag retirement Luncheon at the AL Post #137.

7) Dorthy Goodwin (District # Commander), Robert Lehman (Commander AL Post #137) and Rhonda
McDowell (Member AL Post #137 and Member of ALR Chapter in Havre). The first row in the picture
is for VIP Dept. Level seating. We are actually sitting in the First Row and that is because AL Post #137
had 103.33% membership. It was an honor to sit there.
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SCAVENGER HUNT

This hunt will go from August 25" to December 22nd. All answers are located or part of
the Legion Hall. The Winner will be determined by the most correct answers. IN THE
EVENT of multiple entries of correct answers, the winner will be determined by a
Challenge Coin toss. Winner will receive $45.00 cash

Clues
How many license plates are there in the Legion Hall?

How many flags are posted in the Legion Hall?

How many members are there on the Original Charter of Kalispell Post #1377
What is placed to the right of the podium as you look at the front of the Legion
Hall?

Who is the outgoing National Commander?

What is the Charter Date for Kalispell Post #1377

7.  How many participants for the Post Oratorical were sent by Kalispell Post #137
to the District Level Oratorical last year?
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8.  How many license plates are from National Commanders?

9.  When entering the meeting room, before the meeting, what are we supposed to
do?

10. How many covers are there (not on people) in the Legion Hall?

11. How many Certificates of Meritorious Service from the American Legion are
hung up?

12.  What does the POW/MIA Empty Chair have on it?

13. How many names are listed on the Post Everlasting for 20207

14. What is used at every member’s meeting numerous times?

15. How many Certificates of Appreciation from the American Legion are hung up?

16. How many flags are there at the front of the Legion Hall?

17. What is the position and name of the person that sits at the table at the back of
the Legion Hall?



18. How many lines of the actual Preamble are on the Preamble Poster in the Legion
Hall?

19. How many names are listed on the Post Everlasting for 2021?

20. Where can you find American Legion Pillar 3 description. The answer to this
last clue can be found in this newsletter...

If you receive the Newsletter in the snail mail and want to participate, please send your
answers to Rhonda McDowell at 1490 Memory Lane, Kalispell, MT 59901.

If you receive the Newsletter in an email and want to participate, please send them to the
address that you get the newsletter from. (alpost137nl@gmail.com)
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American Legion Auxiliary

In the Spirit of Service Not Self for Veterans, God and Country

Hello everyone!

I hope everyone has enjoyed our summer this year. Summers tend to fly by and so has this
one. Onward to planning our activities for the rest of the year!

Dues are now due for the year 2025-2026 membership. $35. Thank you for attending to this in a
timely manner. We appreciate each and every one of you. Our meetings are a brown bag lunch
meeting at noon on the 4th Wednesday of the month unless otherwise noted. We would love to see you
at our meetings, but if you can't attend your membership still helps us with the various projects we do
for veterans and the community.

We will be hosting the Fall District 4 meeting on Saturday, September 27. Schedule is elsewhere in
this newsletter. The Auxiliary meeting will be in the lower level of the Post, and the Legionnaires will
be meeting upstairs. Lunch will be jointly upstairs. I encourage all to attend as we don't have to
venture out of town for it and we learn a lot from our Department officers who come to speak to us.

Our Unit is donating school supplies to our "adopted" Marion school at our August meeting, as well as
$$ so the school can get specific supplies they need. This is one of the community outreach programs
the Legion and Auxiliary do under Education.



Our next basement sale is scheduled for October 3 and 4. (8-4 on Friday the 3rd and 8-12 Saturday the
4th). If you have clean, gently used items to donate you may give us a call to meet us at the Post to
leave them before October 2. We are always in need of volunteers for set up the day before, and
workers for the sale and cleaning up after as well. And please consider attending. You never know
what goodies are donated and we are known for nice things at great prices! We will have lots of books
and puzzles as well. These basement sales are our Auxiliary's largest fundraiser.

We will be working with the Post to do a community outreach Feed the Flathead on Thursday, October
23 at the First Presbyterian Church on Main Street. This is a great and rewarding opportunity to
prepare a meal and feed those less fortunate.

And every December we purchase gifts for the veterans living at the Vets Home and they can shop at
the Christmas Store for themselves and immediate families AT NO CHARGE TO THEM. This is
usually the first Friday in December and we need volunteers to work at this rewarding endeavor!

Hope to see you at these activities!

Yours in Service,
Darlene Johnson
Auxiliary 137 President
(406) 755-3447

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #137
P. O. Box 10164 Kalispell MT 59904
National website: alaforveterans.org
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