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{?51'3:3 TO ASK VETERANS
8 IN YOUR LIFE
Kalispell American Legion Post & Unit 137 (District #4) HOW THEY ARE DOING
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Mailing Address: P.0. Box 10164, Kalispell, MT 59904 =THE= NEEDS TO TALK
Telephone: Commander Bob Lehman (406) 253-4238 ONE gl
February 2026 1S STRUGGLING
COMMANDER’S CORNER 1
Bob Lehman (406) 253-4238 2

Spring is just around the corning. Kalispell
Post 137 has many upcoming programs
which you can be a part of to make 2026
the year you join a Post Committee in
support of our programs. Start today by
asking how you can be part of Pillar 1l
AMERICANISM within Kalispell Post #137,
Department of Montana, The American
Legion. Answer to Clue can be found in
“‘American Legion Why You Should
Belong.”

All General Membership meetings are
important to attend to vote on items that
affect our post. The upcoming February
23 meeting will have a vote on Kalispell
Post Membership Dues covering the
current amount ($45.00) to increase for
2027. Your voice needs to be known and
this will be the time and place to have your
thoughts. Some members may be unable
to attend, and it would be wise to have
their inputs as part of the vote. If you are

one of those members, | request an email
/ telephone / text me your inputs no later
than February 20, 2026.




BUILDING AND GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
Lee Heser (406 )270-8267

A copy of the current 5-year Maintenance Plan can be seen at the Post. Lee would like input from the General
Membership for things that might need to be added to the future 5-year Maintenance Plan.

20ST

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS CORNER
Dave Falcon (406)-253-1726 Please Silence Your Phones During the Meeting

FUNDRAISING:

Rhonda McDowell (206) 771-8155

| am in the process of inviting Vendors for the Kalispell American Legion Post #137 Bazaar. | am
looking for anyone that does wood crafts, metal crafts or any other type of craft, or other things that
they would like to donate to these Bazaars. | will be holding these Bazaars at the Post. The date for the
next Bazaar is set for April 18,2026. As the fundraising Chair, | am open to suggestions for fundraising
ideas. Please contact me if you have any ideas, you would like us to try.

HIGHWAY CLEANUP/HISTORIAN
Ron Bauer (406) 756-6160
Nothing to report.

HIGHWAY FATALITY WHITE MARKER SAFETY PROGRAM; CHAIRMAN
Bob Bigler (406) 756-3130
We have had no new fatality reported.

AMERICAN LEGION ORATORICAL.:

Vacant Chairman Position

Post: Saturday, March 14, 2026, Kalispell Post #137, Kalispell, MT 1:00pm
District: Saturday, March 21, 2026, VFW Hall, Polson, MT 1:00pm
Department: Saturday, March 28, 2026, Helena, MT

National: TBD, Hillsdale College, Hillsdale, Ml

AMERICAN LEGION BOYS STATE CHAIRMAN/TRUSTEE/ADJUTANT
Ron Boespflug (541) 999-7790
American Legion Boys State, June 14-20, 2026 at Carroll College

AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL
Dick Lauer 406-890-5343
Nothing to Report




CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

J.C. McKenzie (406) 270-8697

Matthew 18: 2-3.

2 And Jesus called a little child unto Him, and set him in the midst of them. 3 And said, Verily | say
unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of
heaven.

EDITOR'S CORNER:
Rhonda McDowell (206) 771-8155

American Legion Auxiliary Girls State: June 14-20, 2026, Carroll College

Stories For Photos On First Page.

1) Rhonda McDowell is signing in the residents of the Veteran’s Home for the Christmas Store.
2) Residents choosing their gifts, for themselves and their families.
3) Veteran’s Home assistants helping the Residents with their choices.

4) The wrapping room where the gifts are wrapped and either taken to the Residents room or
prepared to be mailed.

5) District #4 Spring meeting at Kalispell Post #137 with District Commander Dorothy Goodwin.
6) Attendees at the District #4 Spring meeting.
7) More attendees at the District #4 Spring meeting.

NON-VA Emergency Authorization: During a medical
emergency, Veterans should immediately seek care at the nearest
medical facility. You, your family, friends, or hospital staff should
contact one of the following numbers to report the emergency
within 72 hours of stabilization:

1-888-795-0773 or 1-887-881-7618 or 1-884-724-7842



BUSINESS BINDER PROJECT

| am still in the process of working on a Binder for Member’s Businesses,
so that we may use our member’s services to support them in their
businesses. If you have a business and would like to be added to the
binder, please provide the following information.

Your Name

Your Business Name

The category you would fit in (i.e. Barber, Construction, Tax Preparation,
etc.)

Your Business Address

Your Business Phone Number

Your Business Operating Hours

Any other information you would like us to know about your business.

| look forward to compiling this information.



American Legion Auxiliary

In the Spirit of Service Not Self for Veterans, God and Country

Hello Everyone!

The Auxiliary is getting in gear for the New Year again. We didn't meet in November but prepared for
the upcoming Christmas Store at the Montana Veterans Home by shopping for items for the veterans to
pick out for themselves and their immediate family members AT NO CHARGE TO THEM. Things
are more expensive now, so our auxiliary bought over $900 worth of items to contribute to the store.
The event was held on December 5 and 6 and | am proud to say that several of our members showed up
to help. Thank you! Gifts were wrapped and many were shipped to family members living out of the
Flathead Valley. | feel this is the most rewarding thing we do!

Welcome to our newest member, Evon Behrens. Evon wanted to do something to help veterans, and
she started out by helping at the Christmas store!

If you haven't paid your '25-'26 dues yet, please do so. The '26-27 dues will start being collected after
the Department convention in June. Even if you can't attend a meeting, your membership dues help to
support our auxiliary's mission of helping veterans and the other activities we do. Our meetings are
"brown bag" bring-your-lunch meetings at noon on the 4th Wednesday of the month. Hope to see you!

We've been asked when our next basement sale will be. We've scheduled it for April 16th and 17th.
We can always use donations of clean, gently used items, and please consider attending! This is our
major fundraiser.

If you know any deserving HS Junior girls or boys, encourage them to apply to American Legion
Auxiliary Girls State or American Legion Boys State. This is a weekslong Legion and Legion
Auxiliary program held in Helena in June where the participants learn how our government operates by
an immersive weeklong experience of forming a mock government. Many of our country's leaders are
Boy and/or Girls State alum.

We will do our Poppy Day in May, the weekend of May 15 and 16, which is Armed Forces weekend.
The American Legion Auxiliary was the first organization to do a poppy day and has been doing it for
over a century! Poppies are distributed, not SOLD. We take donations. Most funds stay in the
Flathead Valley and are used for veterans ONLY.

| hope to see you all at our meetings and other activities!

Yours in Service,
Darlene Johnson
Auxiliary 137 President
(406) 755-3447

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #137
P. O. Box 10164 Kalispell MT 59904
National website: alaforveterans.org
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